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On 23 May 2019, the CPME Executive Committee adopted the 'CPME reply to Council of Europe’s
Committee of Bioethics consultation on the preparation of an additional protocol to the Convention
on human rights and biomedicine’ (CPME 2019/057 FINAL).

CPME reply to Council of Europe’s Committee of Bioethics consultation on the preparation of an
additional protocol to the Convention on human rights and biomedicine

The Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME) represents national medical associations across
Europe. We are committed to contributing the medical profession’s point of view to EU and European
policy-making through pro-active cooperation on a wide range of health and healthcare related
issues.’

1. Do you consider that the provisions in the draft are suited to reach the following aims:

a) Minimizing the use of involuntary measures by promoting the use of voluntary
measures in mental healthcare?

o YES
Please specify

b) Providing appropriate safeguards to ensure that involuntary measures are only
used as a last resort?

o YES
Please specify

1 CPME is registered in the Transparency Register with the ID number 9276943405-41. More information about
CPME’s activities can be found on www.cpme.eu.
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c) The person concerned receives appropriate support and procedural safeguards that
enable them to effectively exercise their rights?

2. Do the situations addressed in the protocol reflect a reality in your professional
experience (see in particular Article 10 i.a and b. and Article 11i. a. and b.)?

oNO
Please specify

3. Are these situations sufficiently and adequately addressed in the draft text?

Please specify

4. Do you consider that the role of the medical professionals and other staff in charge of
the patient’s? care and treatment is sufficiently addressed in the draft?

o YES
Please specify

2j.e., person with mental disorder
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5. Do you consider that the terminology used in the draft protocol is appropriate to the
subject matter?

o NO

6. Please provide your opinion on the following terminology:

a. Is “mental disorder” is the appropriate term in this context?
o YES
Please specify

b. During consultations on the draft, representatives of patients’ organizations
expressed their preference for the term “psychosocial disability”. Do you consider
this term synonym to “mental disorder” or what is the distinction, in your
opinion?

o YES
Please specify
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7. If you wish to highlight any additional issues in the context of this draft Additional
Protocol, please indicate them below with a brief explanation of the main concerns.
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