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On 3 May 2012, the CPME Executive Committee adopted the “CPME Statement on Ethical
and Fair Patents” (EC 2012/053)
CPME Statement on Ethical and Fair Patents
CPME welcomes the proposal for a regulation 1 on the creation of enhanced cooperation to
implement unitary patents 2 and firmly affirms its belief in the need for new innovative treatments
with an evidence base to assure highest quality patient safety through effective treatment. Such new
treatment needs to be accessible and allow for further advances, ensuring fair competition on the
medicine market and complying with previous European legislation on medicinal products for human
use 3 and biotechnological inventions 4 as well as other relevant laws setting limits to patentability.
Notwithstanding the positive and long awaited results from granting unitary patents, European
doctors remind policy-makers and legislators that:
1. The patenting of the human genome is prohibited.
2. Any direct or indirect barrier to the development and fair pricing of new treatment should be
prohibited as it is a barrier to better healthcare.
CPME urges that the current proposal for a regulation should introduce a clearly specified exemption
in the scope of the regulation on the human genome and natural substances, in particular under the
limitations listed under Article 8 of the proposal 5.
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